
 
MARCH 4, 2025

ECONOMIC IMPACT 
MODEL FOR 
REPARATIONS TO 
DESCENDANTS OF 
U.S. SLAVERY

CUT THE CHECK: WHY REPARATIONS CAN’T WAIT 
AND HOW CTCHX LEADS THE WAY



CUT THE CHECK: WHY REPARATIONS CAN’T WAIT AND HOW CTCHX LEADS THE WAY

By: Mark Samuel, MBA 
Contributing Writer: Dr. Joseph S. Brown Jr., CFEd© 
A BOLD VISION FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE, POWERED BY BLOCKCHAIN 

CUT THE CHECK: 
WHY REPARATIONS 
CAN’T WAIT AND 
HOW CTCHX LEADS 
THE WAY 
Across generations, the economic legacy of slavery, Jim Crow, redlining, and 

systemic discrimination has kept Black Americans at a persistent disadvantage. 
The demand for reparations is not just about acknowledgment — it’s about 

equity, justice, and access to capital. 
 
That’s where CTCHX comes in. 

CTCHX is more than just a digital token — it’s a vehicle for systemic repair. Created to 
financially empower descendants of enslaved Africans in the United States, CTCHX is a 
blockchain-based reparations token backed by a growing community and a mission 
rooted in justice. 

This article breaks down what reparations really mean, the frameworks already in place, 
and how investing in CTCHX isn’t just a financial move — it’s a historic opportunity to be 
part of a new economic paradigm. 
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ECONOMIC IMPACT MODEL FOR REPARATIONS 
TO DESCENDANTS OF U.S. SLAVERY 

MACROECONOMIC IMPACT 

SCALE OF PROGRAM 
Leading economists estimate that eliminating the Black–white wealth gap requires at 
least $10–$12 trillion in federal spending . Such sums are historically unprecedented – for 
perspective, a $13 trillion plan equals over half of annual U.S. GDP and about $312,000 
per Black American . Four funding scenarios are considered here ($10T, $15T, $20T, $25T), 
each representing ~40% to 100% of current GDP. The distribution approach (one-time 
lump sum vs. phased payments) significantly alters the timing and magnitude of 
macroeconomic effects. 

Total U.S. household wealth by race (1989–2022). White households hold the vast majority 
of wealth, while Black households (light blue area at bottom) hold only a small fraction. 
Reparations of $10–$25T would substantially raise Black Americans’ share of wealth . 

LUMP-SUM VS. PHASED DISTRIBUTION 
A lump-sum injection of trillions of dollars in a single year would create an abrupt surge in 
disposable income for millions of households. This would likely overwhelm productive 
capacity, causing demand to far outstrip supply. The result could be a sharp spike in 
inflation as too much money chases too few goods. By contrast, a phased-in distribution 
over a decade or more would spread out the fiscal impulse. For example, one proposal 
suggests paying ~$20k per year for 20 years (totaling ~$16 trillion) . Phasing allows the 
economy to gradually expand capacity (e.g. increasing housing supply, business output, 
and labor force) to meet higher demand, moderating inflationary pressure. It also gives 
policymakers time to adjust monetary and fiscal levers. In short, lump-sum payments 
achieve immediate impact but risk macroeconomic overheating, whereas phased 
reparations prioritize stability at the cost of slower wealth transfer. 

4



CUT THE CHECK: WHY REPARATIONS CAN’T WAIT AND HOW CTCHX LEADS THE WAY

INFLATION DYNAMICS 
Large fiscal injections tend to be inflationary if not matched by output growth. Recent 
history illustrates this: about $5 trillion in pandemic stimulus during 2020–2021 fueled a 
rapid demand rebound and tight labor markets, contributing to inflation rising to 40-year 
highs . A one-time $10T payout (nearly double the COVID relief) would likely push 
inflation substantially higher in the short run. Even spread over several years, $25T in new 
spending (roughly 100% of GDP) could exceed the economy’s capacity, requiring 
aggressive monetary tightening. The Federal Reserve might respond to a reparations-
driven inflation surge by hiking interest rates, which could cool off demand but also risk 
inducing a recession. Outcome: In a lump-sum scenario, a short-term price shock is 
almost certain. In a phased scenario, moderate inflation above the Fed’s 2% target is 
expected but could be managed. Policymakers could index multi-year payments to 
inflation so that real values aren’t eroded if inflation does rise. 

GDP GROWTH AND MULTIPLIER EFFECTS 
Reparations represent a massive fiscal stimulus, likely boosting GDP growth especially in 
the short term. Lower-wealth households have a high propensity to spend new funds, so 
much of the money would cycle back into the economy. This consumption surge can 
increase GDP via the Keynesian multiplier effect – each $1 spent generates additional 
income and spending. Empirical evidence shows cash transfers create strong demand , 
and transfers targeted to poorer communities often have multipliers above 1 (meaning 
GDP increases by more than the initial amount). For example, during the pandemic, 
trillions in transfers helped drive GDP growth from a sharp contraction to robust 
recovery . Therefore, a $10T reparations program could boost GDP by several trillion in 
the initial years, and even a phased $25T program might add a few percentage points to 
annual growth during the disbursement period. However, if the economy is at or near full 
capacity, the multiplier would be dampened by crowding out and inflation – some of the 
“extra” spending would merely raise prices or increase imports rather than real output. In 
the long run, the growth impact depends on how reparations are used: investments in 
housing, education, and businesses (as discussed below) can raise productivity and 
output, whereas purely consumptive use yields a one-time level increase in GDP but not 
sustained higher growth. Notably, eliminating racial wealth disparities can unlock 
economic potential – one estimate finds that U.S. GDP lost $16 trillion over the past 20 
years due to inequality, and closing these gaps now could add $5 trillion to GDP over the 
next five years . Reparations would be a major step toward tapping this unrealized 
growth. 

5



CUT THE CHECK: WHY REPARATIONS CAN’T WAIT AND HOW CTCHX LEADS THE WAY

EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 
A large stimulus typically lowers unemployment in the short term by boosting demand for 
labor. Reparations-funded spending would increase consumption of goods and services, 
prompting businesses to hire more workers to meet the demand. We would expect job 
creation across various sectors (retail, manufacturing, construction, services) as 
households spend on everything from homes and cars to everyday goods. The extent 
depends on the scale and phasing: a $10T injection might create a temporary 
employment boom, potentially pushing unemployment to historic lows. A $25T package, 
especially if rapid, could even cause labor shortages – essentially everyone who wants a 
job could find one, and employers might raise wages to attract workers. While positive for 
workers, such wage pressures could feed back into inflation. If reparations are invested in 
business development (see microeconomic impact), they would also create jobs more 
directly in Black communities (e.g. hiring by newly funded Black-owned startups). It’s 
important to note that if the Federal Reserve tightens policy sharply to combat inflation, 
job gains could be tempered or reversed by higher interest rates slowing the broader 
economy. In the long term, if reparations improve education, entrepreneurship, and 
health outcomes for recipients, the labor force could become more skilled and 
productive, increasing the economy’s sustainable employment level. But these benefits 
accrue over years or decades, whereas the immediate effect is a cyclical demand-driven 
employment boost. 

NATIONAL DEBT AND FISCAL BALANCES 
Funding reparations at these levels poses major fiscal questions. If deficit-financed, $10–
$25 trillion added to the national debt would raise the federal debt dramatically as a share 
of GDP. U.S. debt is currently about ~$31 trillion (roughly 100% of GDP). Adding $10T 
would push debt to ~130–150% of GDP; $25T would approach ~200% of GDP – far above 
historical peaks (the previous record was ~120% after WWII). High debt can create long-
term strains: rising interest costs, crowding out of private investment, and reduced fiscal 
flexibility . In fact, experts warn that the recent surge of pandemic deficits (which took 
debt to ~100% of GDP) is already contributing to higher interest rates and inflation . A 
reparations program of this magnitude would amplify those concerns. Government debt 
service costs would climb, especially if interest rates increase due to inflation or risk 
premiums. On the other hand, if reparations spur higher GDP growth, tax revenues would 
rise too, offsetting some fiscal burden. Proponents of Modern Monetary Theory (MMT) 
argue that as long as new spending grows the economy, the debt incurred “pays for 
itself” over time . Indeed, if reparations significantly boost GDP and expand the tax base, 
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the debt-to-GDP ratio could stabilize or even fall in the long run. However, most 
mainstream economists would caution that borrowing an extra ~$20T without a clear 
repayment plan is risky. Taxation adjustments could be implemented to mitigate debt 
impact and inflation. For instance, funding reparations through new taxes on wealthy 
households or financial transactions can transfer resources without large deficit 
spending. One report suggests hundreds of billions per year could be raised via modest 
wealth and transaction taxes . Such taxes would reclaim some of the payout from the 
richest Americans (who hold the bulk of U.S. wealth).  

Net effect: Combining targeted taxes with reparations spending would make the policy 
more of a redistribution than pure new money creation, which can limit inflation and debt 
growth. Policymakers could also consider partial funding by cutting or re-prioritizing 
other spending, though the scale of reparations likely demands new revenue or debt. In 
summary, $10T–$25T reparations would markedly increase federal debt if financed 
entirely by borrowing, but smart fiscal adjustments (tax increases on high wealth or 
phased spending) can ensure debt remains sustainable. The government might also 
spread issuance of new Treasury bonds over time to avoid disrupting bond markets. 

SUMMARY OF MACROECONOMIC EFFECTS 
A reparations program in the tens of trillions would act as a massive economic stimulus, 
with short-term benefits (higher GDP growth, lower unemployment, poverty reduction) 
and short-term risks (inflation spike, budget strain). By phasing payments and combining 
them with fiscal and monetary measures, the U.S. could harness the stimulus while 
keeping inflation in check. Over the long term, if managed wisely, reparations could 
increase the economy’s productive capacity – through better-educated, wealthier, and 
more entrepreneurial citizens – resulting in a larger economy that eases the burden of the 
initial debt outlay. The contrast between lump-sum and phased approaches is essentially 
a trade-off between speed and macroeconomic stability. A balanced plan might involve 
an initial substantial payment to make a meaningful dent in the wealth gap, followed by 
periodic payments or programs, allowing the macroeconomy to adjust and policy to 
respond dynamically. 
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MICROECONOMIC IMPACT 
Reparations will deeply affect household finances and economic behavior at the micro 
level. Key factors include how the reparations are delivered and how recipients use them. 
We compare three distribution models – direct cash payments, housing grants, and 
business investment programs – and examine their effects on household wealth 
accumulation and regional economic patterns. Each model has different implications for 
individual recipients’ prosperity and for local communities. 

DIRECT CASH PAYMENTS 
This model provides eligible individuals or households a lump-sum monetary payment (or 
series of payments) that they can use at their own discretion. Direct cash was a feature of 
past reparations efforts (e.g. Germany’s payments to Holocaust survivors and U.S. 
payments to Japanese American internees) . The appeal is that it offers maximum 
flexibility and agency to recipients. Households could use the funds to pay off debt, 
invest in education, start a business, buy a home, or save for the future. In practice, many 
would likely combine these uses. For example, a family receiving, say, $300,000 might 
pay off high-interest loans, make a down payment on a house, and invest the remainder in 
stocks or a college fund for their children.  

Household wealth accumulation under this model depends on personal financial 
decisions. Some recipients would prudently invest and multiply the wealth, while others 
might deplete the cash through spending or poor investments. Over time, one would 
expect average wealth to rise substantially – even if some portion is spent, a significant 
portion may be converted into assets (homes, retirement accounts, businesses). Indeed, 
scholars estimate that an ~$800,000 increase in net worth per Black household (roughly 
what a mid-range reparations plan could provide) would dramatically improve Black 
Americans’ homeownership, educational attainment, and economic security . Direct 
payments could essentially transform the financial position of Black families, many of 
whom currently have very low net wealth (median Black household wealth is only about 
$45k, versus $285k for white households ). If invested wisely, a lump-sum could generate 
passive income (through dividends, interest, or rental income) and grow over 
generations, finally breaking the cycle of intergenerational poverty. 

However, critics worry that unrestricted cash might be mismanaged or rapidly spent. To 
address this, proposals include putting funds in trust accounts or endowments that yield 
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payouts over time rather than one large check . This hybrid approach maintains the 
principle of direct benefit to individuals but encourages long-term wealth preservation 
(akin to a permanent fund). Another consideration is financial education and advisory 
services for recipients – providing guidance could help families turn reparations into 
lasting wealth (e.g. buying appreciating assets rather than only consumer goods). Overall, 
direct payments provide the quickest infusion to household balance sheets, with the 
outcome ranging from immediate consumption to multi-generational wealth building, 
depending on choices made. The model aligns with the core goal of reparations: directly 
closing the racial wealth gap by giving Black Americans the liquid capital they were 
historically denied. 

HOUSING GRANTS AND HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAMS 
Another approach is to distribute reparations in the form of housing assistance – for 
instance, grants for home purchases, down payment assistance, or mortgage debt 
forgiveness. This model targets housing equity as the mechanism for wealth-building, 
recognizing that homeownership has been a primary driver of middle-class wealth in 
America (from which Black families were often excluded via redlining and discriminatory 
lending ). Under a housing grant program, eligible recipients might receive a sizable 
subsidy (e.g. $150,000) toward buying a home or renovating an existing one. 
Microeconomic effects: This directly increases household wealth by boosting home 
equity – the difference between the home’s value and any remaining mortgage. For 
renters, a grant could facilitate buying a house, converting them into homeowners with 
equity stakes. For existing homeowners, funds could pay down mortgages or allow 
moving to higher-value homes. Over time, as property values appreciate, the household’s 
net worth grows. Historically, the lack of access to homeownership has been a major 
contributor to the racial wealth gap (in 2019, Black households had on average less than 
half the home equity of white households ). By dramatically increasing Black 
homeownership rates (or home values), reparations via housing would help equalize this 
source of wealth. Households also gain the non-monetary benefits of stable housing – 
improved residential stability, neighborhood benefits, and an asset to pass to heirs.  

Wealth accumulation in this model is tied to housing market conditions: if housing prices 
rise, recipients enjoy capital gains; if there’s a downturn, the equity could stagnate or 
even decline. Nevertheless, owning property provides a long-term wealth anchor less 
prone to the immediate dissipation risk of cash. Programs can be structured to avoid 
creating a speculative bubble: for example, building new affordable homes or offering 
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grants spread over time. It’s worth noting that a large influx of buyers with grants could 
drive up home prices in some markets (especially where Black populations are 
concentrated), benefitting those who already own homes but potentially making 
purchasing harder for those still looking. To counter this, reparations could include 
constructing new housing or rehabilitating properties in historically disinvested 
neighborhoods, expanding supply alongside demand.  

A real-world pilot of housing-based reparations is in Evanston, Illinois, which offers 
$25,000 housing grants to Black residents for down payments or home repairs . Early 
feedback suggests it’s popular and helps address past housing discrimination. Regional 
variation: The impact of housing grants will vary by region. In high-cost cities, a given 
grant might cover only a fraction of a home’s price, whereas in lower-cost regions it could 
buy a home outright. Thus, recipients in the South or Midwest might become outright 
homeowners, while those in expensive coastal cities might still need mortgages (albeit 
smaller). This could lead to migration or demographic shifts if people choose to relocate 
where their housing dollars go further, potentially revitalizing some regions. In summary, 
housing-focused reparations would likely yield slower, steadier wealth accumulation – 
families build equity gradually as real estate appreciates – and strongly address the 
systemic legacy of housing inequality. It creates a tangible asset base for Black families 
(literally land and property) that can anchor multi-generational wealth. However, it offers 
less immediate liquidity for other needs, so some hybrid of cash and housing benefits 
might be optimal (for example, a program could offer each family a choice or a 
combination, such as a down payment grant plus a smaller cash stipend). 

BUSINESS AND INVESTMENT PROGRAMS 
A third model directs reparations toward business ownership and entrepreneurship in 
Black communities. Rather than (or in addition to) giving individuals cash, the reparations 
fund could invest in Black-owned businesses – through grants, low-interest loans, or 
venture capital for startups. The idea is to spur long-term income generation and job 
creation by building successful enterprises owned by descendants of the enslaved. At the 
micro level, this means an eligible individual might receive, say, a $200,000 business 
grant instead of personal cash, or could access a pool of capital to start or expand a 
company. The immediate effect on household wealth is less direct (it’s tied up in the 
business, not liquid personal assets), but if the business thrives, the owner’s equity in the 
firm could far exceed an initial cash grant’s value. Wealth accumulation here comes 
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through growing a profitable business and potentially through business assets 
(equipment, property, intellectual property).  

This model also provides recurring income – a successful business yields profits and 
salaries, whereas a one-time cash payment is a finite resource. Additionally, this approach 
addresses the stark disparities in business ownership and access to capital. A Citigroup 
analysis found that discriminatory lending that hindered Black entrepreneurs cost the U.S. 
about $13 trillion in lost business revenue and 6.1 million jobs over the last 20 years . By 
providing capital to Black business owners, reparations can unlock pent-up 
entrepreneurial talent, creating businesses that generate wealth for their owners and jobs 
for others. For example, funds could seed thousands of Black-owned startups in tech, 
manufacturing, and services, or expand existing small businesses (retail shops, farms, 
consultancies) that couldn’t grow due to lack of credit. Over time, this could cultivate a 
robust Black business sector comparable to what has historically been enjoyed by other 
groups, leading to community wealth (since local businesses are more likely to hire 
minority employees and invest in their neighborhoods).  

Risks: Business investments carry risk – not every new enterprise will succeed. Some 
recipients might struggle to manage a large infusion or to compete in markets, 
potentially resulting in business failure and loss of the reparations funds. This means 
outcomes will be uneven: a few may become very wealthy (if their business becomes the 
next major success), many will achieve moderate success, and some will see little long-
term financial gain if the venture fails. To improve odds, reparations programs could 
include training, mentorship, and incubators to help new entrepreneurs plan and execute 
effectively. Another approach is creating community investment trusts or development 
corporations to manage funds and projects professionally (so individuals don’t all have to 
become business experts to benefit – they could own shares in collective enterprises).  

Regional impact: Targeting business investment could particularly boost regions with 
high concentrations of Black residents by stimulating local economies. For instance, 
investing in Black-owned manufacturing in the South or Midwest could create local 
manufacturing jobs; funding Black tech entrepreneurs in urban centers could diversify 
and dynamize those city economies. Over time, a successful business-oriented 
reparations program would help equalize the racial distribution of business ownership 
and employer status (currently, a very small fraction of businesses with employees are 
Black-owned). This can reduce Black unemployment and raise average incomes. In terms 
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of household wealth, those directly participating as owners see the greatest gains if 
successful, but even non-owners benefit through improved employment opportunities 
and possibly profit-sharing or equity if models like employee stock ownership are used.  

Compared to direct cash or housing, the business-investment model is more of an 
indirect route to personal wealth – it seeds productive assets that generate wealth, rather 
than giving wealth upfront. It sacrifices some immediate relief for potentially 
multiplicative gains (a dollar invested in a business could turn into many dollars of value). 
It also aligns with a vision of reparations that includes community rehabilitation – building 
Black Wall Street-style local economies that were historically destroyed . 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC VARIATIONS  
Regardless of distribution method, reparations will have uneven regional effects simply 
because the Black descendant population is not evenly spread. Areas with higher 
concentrations of eligible recipients (e.g. the Deep South, Southeast, urban centers like 
Detroit, Baltimore, New Orleans, Atlanta, Chicago) will see larger injections of funds 
relative to their local economy. For example, a state like Mississippi (about 38% Black) 
could see a massive inflow of spending and investment, potentially transforming its 
economy, whereas a state like Montana (<1% Black) would see little direct impact. 
Spending patterns will thus shape regional outcomes. In regions where recipients 
primarily use cash reparations to consume, we might see a surge in local retail sales, auto 
purchases, and services demand – boosting local business revenue and possibly 
attracting new businesses to open.  

If many recipients use funds to move to better opportunities, some regions could 
experience migration outflows or inflows (for instance, some might leave economically 
depressed areas, while others might move South to reclaim family land or take advantage 
of lower costs). Housing grants could lead to neighborhood revitalization in areas where 
many use them to buy or improve homes – potentially increasing local property values 
and tax bases, which in turn fund better schools and services (starting a virtuous cycle in 
communities that were long under-resourced). However, there’s a risk of regional inflation 
in certain sectors: in locales with many beneficiaries, home prices and rents might rise (if 
supply is fixed) and local services might become costlier due to the demand jump. This 
could affect non-recipient residents (possibly including other low-income groups) – a 
reminder that implementation must be coupled with policies to increase supply, such as 
building housing and expanding small business capacity in those areas. The business-
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investment model, if place-based (e.g. creating enterprise zones or funding community 
projects), could lead to the emergence of new economic hubs in historically Black 
regions – for example, significant investment in the “Black Belt” region could develop 
new industries there, reducing regional inequalities over time. 

COMPARISON OF DISTRIBUTION MODELS 
In summary, direct payments maximize personal choice and liquidity, likely yielding a big 
short-term consumption boost and rapid improvement in personal balance sheets, but 
with varied long-term wealth outcomes depending on individual decisions. Housing 
grants anchor wealth in real assets (property) and directly counteract housing 
discrimination effects; they are somewhat less stimulative in the short run (since buying a 
house is a one-time purchase, and some funds effectively move from buyer to seller) but 
create lasting wealth and community stability. Business investments focus on long-run 
income and wealth creation through enterprise, potentially yielding the highest 
multipliers (a thriving business can generate wealth multiple times the initial capital) and 
community job benefits, though with higher risk and delayed personal financial 
gratification. A comprehensive reparations plan might incorporate elements of all three – 
e.g. allocate a portion to direct stipends, a portion to housing, and a portion to business 
development – to balance immediate relief with long-term transformation. Indeed, some 
advocates argue that while direct cash is essential, dedicating part of reparations to 
community institutions (schools, businesses, hospitals in Black communities) can create 
supportive ecosystems so that individual wealth gains are sustained . Ultimately, all 
models share a common microeconomic outcome: significantly increasing the net worth 
of Black descendant households, either via cash in bank accounts, equity in a home, or 
ownership of productive assets. This wealth accumulation is the centerpiece of reparative 
justice – providing the capital base that slavery and segregation robbed from Black 
Americans. With strategic use, this wealth can then generate income (through investment 
returns, home equity loans, business profits), leading to self-perpetuating economic 
security. 
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 
To contextualize these projections, it’s useful to compare the reparations program to 
historical precedents and analogous economic programs. While nothing on the scale of 
$10–$25 trillion has been attempted domestically, there are instructive parallels in both 
reparations history and large-scale government spending initiatives: 

HISTORICAL REPARATIONS EXAMPLES 
Previous reparations, both in the U.S. and abroad, were far smaller in scale but provide 
insight into design and impact. For instance, after World War II, West Germany paid 
reparations to Holocaust survivors and the new state of Israel – these were on the order 
of a few billion marks (a substantial burden for the German economy of the 1950s, but 
only a few percent of GDP) . Those payments were done via direct transfers and have 
been credited with helping survivors rebuild lives, though the macroeconomic effect on 
Germany was modest (Germany’s “economic miracle” proceeded with limited disruption, 
partly because the reparations were spread over years). In the U.S., the Civil Liberties 
Act of 1988 granted reparations to Japanese Americans interned during WWII, 
providing $20,000 per survivor (about $1.6 billion total). This program, much smaller than 
what is envisioned for slavery, had minimal macroeconomic impact – it was easily 
absorbed in the late-1980s U.S. economy – but at a micro level it provided some financial 
security and closure to around 80,000 individuals. The key takeaway is that direct 
payments are a well-established method in reparations practice , valued for their 
symbolic and actual effectiveness. Another historical comparison is the promise of “40 
acres and a mule” after the Civil War (which was revoked before widespread fulfillment). 
That promise, had it been kept, would have been a massive land redistribution – 
essentially an asset-based reparation focusing on agricultural land. Its betrayal 
contributed to the persistent wealth gap . The failure of that early reparative attempt is 
often cited as a root cause of Black economic disenfranchisement, reinforcing why a 
comprehensive program now is needed. In modern times, local reparations initiatives 
(like Evanston’s housing program or proposals in cities like San Francisco) are testing 
targeted compensation, but these are tiny relative to federal proposals (Evanston’s plan is 
funded by $10 million from a city tax, a drop in the bucket in national terms). They do, 
however, highlight community priorities – for example, San Francisco’s task force 
recommended both large cash payouts and programs for housing, education, etc., 
reflecting a multifaceted approach similar to our models. 
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COMPARISONS TO NEW DEAL AND GI BILL 
The scale and ambition of trillions in reparations invite analogies to the New Deal and 
post-WWII investments (like the GI Bill), which massively expanded federal support to 
citizens. The New Deal (1933–1939) was a series of programs in response to the Great 
Depression – including public works, social security, and financial reforms. While not a 
direct handout of cash to a particular group, it entailed federal spending reaching ~40% 
of GDP over several years, and it transformed the economy with infrastructure and safety 
nets. It also had uneven racial impacts (many programs excluded or limited Black 
participation). In terms of outcomes, New Deal spending helped cut unemployment and 
laid the groundwork for post-war growth. Studies estimate that fiscal multipliers during 
the New Deal were fairly high (due to idle resources in the Depression) . This suggests 
that massive government spending can indeed stimulate growth without runaway 
inflation, if there is slack in the economy. Another apt comparison is the GI Bill of 1944, 
which provided returning WWII veterans (disproportionately white due to unequal 
implementation) with education and housing benefits. The GI Bill is widely credited with 
creating America’s mid-20th-century middle class: it subsidized millions of college 
educations and home purchases. By 1955, thanks to GI Bill loans, veterans accounted for 
20% of new home purchases, fueling a housing boom that “had a ripple effect across the 
economy, warding off any concerns of a new depression and creating unparalleled 
prosperity for a generation” . This quote underlines how government-backed housing 
investment led to broad economic gains. Reparations could have a similar effect, but 
directed toward Black Americans who largely missed out on the full GI Bill benefits (due 
to discrimination) . One can view reparations as a “New Deal for Black America,” 
correcting the exclusion from past wealth-building programs. The GI Bill example also 
shows the power of targeted spending: it wasn’t cash, but it created wealth (home equity, 
higher incomes from education) indirectly. It also illustrates that large programs can be 
done without excessive inflation – the U.S. managed to absorb the GI Bill costs and even 
saw deflation in the late 1940s as war demand subsided. However, post-war the U.S. had 
the advantage of pent-up production capacity and global dominance. In today’s context, 
the economy is different (services-oriented, integrated in global trade, etc.), so the 
comparison is imperfect. 
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STIMULUS PROGRAMS AND MULTIPLIERS  
More recent large-scale spending provides insight into likely multipliers. The 2009 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) (~$800 billion) was estimated by CBO 
to have multipliers ranging roughly from 0.5 to 2.0 depending on the type of spending 
(with aid to low-income individuals near the higher end). Its impact was to boost GDP by a 
couple of percentage points and reduce unemployment in the aftermath of the Great 
Recession. The reparations scenarios are an order of magnitude larger, but similarly a lot 
of the money would go to people with immediate needs, suggesting a high marginal 
propensity to consume. COVID-19 stimulus (2020–21), totaling around $5 trillion, is the 
closest analog in sheer size. It combined direct checks, enhanced unemployment 
benefits, small business loans, etc. This stimulus prevented a potential economic 
collapse, and by early 2021 the U.S. economy was growing rapidly. The flip-side was 
inflation, as discussed – but part of that was due to supply chain shocks and energy 
prices . The consumer spending surge from stimulus checks showed how quickly money 
can flow through the economy: retail sales and personal consumption expenditures 
jumped as soon as payments hit bank accounts. If reparations were delivered via direct 
payments, we’d see a similar surge in consumption of goods (appliances, cars, clothing) 
and services (travel, dining, education). Economic research often finds that dollars to 
lower-income households yield stronger growth effects than dollars to the wealthy, 
because they spend a larger share. Black Americans, due to the wealth gap, have more 
unmet needs and pent-up demand, so reparations funds would largely circulate rather 
than sit idle. This means the fiscal multiplier for reparations could be relatively high – 
possibly above 1, especially if the economy has any slack or if monetary policy 
accommodates the growth. Additionally, if reparations enable investments (education, 
business) that improve productivity, there’s a supply-side multiplier in the long run (the 
economy’s capacity grows, not just demand). One can draw a comparison to the impact 
of extending credit to marginalized groups: when Black farmers or entrepreneurs got 
access to financing for the first time (say via SBA loans or FHA mortgages in the late 20th 
century), it often led to income growth and community development, which in turn 
created more economic activity around them. Reparations would be like a supercharged 
version of that dynamic, across an entire population segment. Economic multipliers also 
operate through confidence and expectations – a nation undertaking reparations might 
see improved social stability and optimism among recipients, which can translate to more 
risk-taking and entrepreneurship (people who feel financially secure are more likely to 
start a business, for example). On the other hand, if investors fear the program will be 
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inflationary or require heavy taxation, that could dampen investment elsewhere in the 
economy in the short term. 

ADDRESSING SKEPTICISM – “CAN WE AFFORD IT?” 
It’s worth noting that some analysts label multi-trillion-dollar reparations proposals as 
unrealistic “tooth-fairy economics,” arguing they require huge tax increases or money 
printing . However, the counterpoint from proponents is that the U.S. government has 
repeatedly marshaled enormous resources when politically willful – from financing World 
War II, to bailing out banks in 2008, to injecting trillions during COVID – and the economy 
remained resilient. For example, WWII spending reached around 27% of GDP at its peak 
and national debt exceeded GDP, yet the post-war period saw unparalleled prosperity 
(helped by not having wartime capital destruction on U.S. soil). The lessons from history 
are that the impact of big spending is context-dependent: with idle resources, it can 
catalyze growth; with a constrained supply, it risks inflation; if financed by debt, it adds to 
future burdens, but if it builds productive capacity, it can ease future burdens. 
Reparations have the unique moral and social rationale that other stimuli lacked, but 
economically they are not a completely alien animal – they share characteristics with 
earlier large-scale government expenditures whose impacts were studied and, in many 
cases, successfully managed. 

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISON  
Another angle is to compare the relative size of reparations to U.S. GDP or budget versus 
other countries’ experiences. The proposed reparations (even $25T) as a share of U.S. 
GDP (~100%) is enormous. By comparison, post-WWI reparations demanded of Germany 
(Treaty of Versailles) were about 200% of Germany’s GDP (an unbearable sum that 
contributed to hyperinflation). The lesson there was that trying to extract too much, too 
fast from an economy can be disastrous. However, that was a punitive transfer from a 
defeated nation to victors, not an internal investment in one’s own citizens. A better 
comparison might be the Marshall Plan (U.S. aid to rebuild Europe after WWII), which was 
about $12 billion in 1948 (around 5% of U.S. GDP then). The Marshall Plan is credited with 
accelerating Europe’s recovery and also opened markets for U.S. goods – showing how 
even grant-based aid can have positive-sum outcomes. Reparations kept domestically 
would similarly be spent largely on domestic goods and services, creating business for 
others. Some economists also note that the racial wealth gap itself acts as a drag on the 
economy (as cited with the $16T figure from Citi ). By removing that drag, reparations 
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could yield an economy that’s more equitable and potentially more dynamic (more 
entrepreneurs, higher consumption from previously credit-constrained households, etc.). 

In sum, historical and comparative analysis suggests that while the scale of reparations is 
unprecedented, the economic mechanisms at play – fiscal stimulus, wealth redistribution, 
public investment – have plenty of precedent. The net impact will depend on policy 
execution. Past large programs (GI Bill, New Deal, COVID stimulus) show that such 
interventions can significantly boost growth and opportunity, but also that inclusion is 
key (earlier programs often excluded Black Americans, which is why reparations are 
needed in the first place). If done inclusively and intelligently, reparations could be 
viewed in hindsight as a transformative economic program on par with the greatest 
nation-building investments – one that not only righted historical wrongs but also 
unleashed productive capacity that benefited the entire economy. 
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ECONOMIC GROWTH PROJECTIONS 
Building on the macro and micro analyses, we can project potential economic outcomes 
for each reparations funding level – $10 trillion, $15 trillion, $20 trillion, and $25 trillion – 
in both the short term (during distribution) and long term (post-distribution). These 
projections assume the programs are implemented thoughtfully (phased over several 
years with supporting policies to manage inflation). Below is a structured breakdown by 
funding level, highlighting key impacts: 

• $10 Trillion Scenario: This level, at the low end of estimates to bridge the racial wealth 
gap , would provide a monumental stimulus yet is closer to something the economy 
has weathered before (it’s roughly twice the COVID relief). If distributed to 17 million 
Black households, it averages to around $590,000 per household (or roughly $250k 
per individual). Short-term: Assuming a 10-year phased rollout ($1T/year), initial GDP 
growth could jump an extra 3–5% in the first couple of years as consumer spending 
surges. Inflation might rise a few percentage points above baseline, but likely remains 
controllable – similar to the post-pandemic inflation, which spiked to ~9% with a $5T 
stimulus . The Fed might implement moderate interest rate hikes to keep inflation in 
check. Unemployment could fall sharply, possibly approaching record lows (in the 3% 
range or even below) as the stimulus creates millions of jobs. Fiscal: $10T in new debt 
(if not offset) would raise debt/GDP by perhaps ~40%. This is significant but not 
uncharted – the U.S. added close to that debt share from 2008–2021 via the Great 
Recession and COVID responses combined. With mild tax adjustments (for example, 
reversing recent high-end tax cuts could raise a few trillion ), debt impact could be 
lessened. Long-term: By program’s end, Black American wealth would increase by 
roughly $10T (closing much of the wealth gap). We might see a permanent GDP level 
increase on the order of $1–$2 trillion from the cumulative effects of higher 
consumption and investment during the decade. Future growth (beyond the stimulus 
period) could be higher by ~0.1–0.2% annually due to a more productive workforce 
(e.g. better educated, healthier thanks to newfound wealth security). In terms of 
inequality metrics, we project a substantial reduction: instead of Black households 
holding ~4% of national wealth, they might hold ~10% or more after $10T reparations, 
moving closer to their ~13% population share. 

• $15 Trillion Scenario: At $15T (the midpoint of Darity and Mullen’s $10–$12T plus a 
margin , and close to the $14T figure some have called for ), reparations would have an 
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even larger economic thrust. Per household, this is roughly $880,000 on average – 
likely enough to eliminate the median wealth gap entirely (recall the median white–
Black gap is about $240k , so $880k lifts the typical Black family well above the current 
white median). Short-term: If phased over 10 years ($1.5T/year), the annual stimulus is 
huge – about 6–7% of GDP each year. Initially, GDP growth could enter the high-single 
digits (similar to the growth surge of 2021 when fiscal and reopening effects 
combined). This could push the economy temporarily above full capacity, making 
inflation a central concern. We might expect inflation to run in the mid-to-high single 
digits for a couple of years if supply cannot keep up. Strong anti-inflation measures 
(interest rate hikes, perhaps price controls or strategic investments to alleviate 
bottlenecks) might be needed to prevent a wage-price spiral. Despite those risks, the 
real economic expansion would be substantial – new businesses opening to meet 
demand, higher labor force participation as jobs abound, etc. Employment: With such 
a stimulus, labor markets would be very tight; employers would likely raise wages 
significantly, which is a benefit to historically underpaid groups (including many Black 
workers). We could also see sectoral shifts – for instance, increased demand for 
housing construction (to use housing grants) or for consumer durables. Fiscal: Adding 
$15T to debt ( +60% of GDP) edges into more worrisome territory. The government 
may strongly consider pairing this with revenue measures. For example, a national 
wealth tax or financial transaction tax could recoup a few trillion from the very wealthy 
over a decade , both funding reparations and reducing wealth concentration at the 
top, which aligns with the program’s equity goals. If a portion of the $15T is funded by 
taxes rather than debt, the net stimulus effect is slightly reduced (since taxes withdraw 
some spending power from others), but if those taxed are high-wealth individuals with 
low spending propensity, the macro impact remains largely expansive. Long-term: 
With $15T injected, Black wealth could reach parity or even overshoot parity with white 
wealth in some cohorts. This could have interesting effects: a generation of Black 
Americans might start having the capital to invest in stocks, real estate, and businesses 
at levels similar to whites, potentially changing patterns of ownership in the economy. 
We project long-run GDP could be ~5-6% higher than it would be without reparations 
(due to the combined effect of increased human capital, entrepreneurial capital, and a 
one-time boost in aggregate demand). The federal debt would be higher, but if growth 
is stronger and inflation slightly higher, the debt/GDP ratio might stabilize rather than 
explode. (For instance, moderate inflation erodes the real burden of debt over time, as 
seen after WWII.) 
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• $20 Trillion Scenario: $20T is towards the higher end of commonly discussed figures. 
It’s roughly equivalent to one full year of U.S. GDP. Per eligible household, it’s about 
$1.18 million on average – enough to potentially make a large share of Black families 
millionaires in net worth (at least on paper). Short-term: Managing a stimulus of $2T 
per year (if over 10 years) becomes very challenging. If unconstrained, this level of new 
spending could push demand well beyond current U.S. productive capacity, risking 
more severe inflation unless supply is ramped up concurrently. One could imagine 
needing a wartime-like economic mobilization – e.g. incentives to build millions of 
housing units, expand manufacturing, import goods – to meet the consumption and 
investment appetite of recipients. Inflation could spike into double digits if the 
program is not carefully modulated. A possible strategy here is a more extended 
phase-in (say 15–20 years instead of 10) to spread out the impact, or implementing 
automatic stabilizers (pausing payments if inflation exceeds a threshold). Employment 
and output: With such deep pockets, many recipients might exit low-wage jobs to 
pursue education or entrepreneurship; while that’s positive individually, it could tighten 
labor supply in certain industries (e.g. some might choose to quit unfulfilling jobs now 
that they have capital – effectively a form of universal basic income effect). This could 
pressure those industries to automate or raise wages. Meanwhile, new businesses 
funded by reparations would create different jobs. So a dynamic reshuffling of the 
labor market could occur. The net employment effect is still positive (due to overall 
higher spending), but some sectors might face labor shortages. Fiscal/Monetary: A 
$20T debt increase (+80% of GDP) would likely raise alarms in bond markets about U.S. 
creditworthiness or future inflation. The government/Fed might mitigate this by 
monetizing some of the debt (the Fed buying bonds to hold down interest rates). That, 
however, is essentially printing money and could further stoke inflation or asset 
bubbles. Policy coordination would be crucial: perhaps combining reparations with an 
Inflation Stabilization Fund (funded by bonds that are slowly paid off over 50 years) to 
signal long-term commitment to fiscal health. Also, scaling up taxation on upper 
incomes or carbon taxes, etc., could claw back some revenue. Long-term: If 
successfully executed, $20T reparations would fundamentally alter U.S. wealth 
distribution. Black Americans (about 13% of the population) could conceivably hold 
13%+ of national wealth after the program – truly equalizing average wealth. The 
positive effects could include a significant reduction in racial economic disparities in 
business ownership, education, and health outcomes (wealth is linked to all of these). 
The economy could benefit from a new wave of middle-class and affluent Black 
consumers and investors, which means more robust domestic markets. It’s plausible 
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that U.S. trend growth might tick higher by enabling more innovation and talent 
development from the Black community. However, the risks at this scale are higher that 
missteps (like triggering hyperinflation or a debt crisis) could undercut those gains. To 
avoid that, the reparations might need to be paired with structural economic policies – 
for example, an industrial policy to ensure supply growth (so money has places to go 
productively), and maybe even temporary price controls in key sectors (as was done in 
WWII to manage inflation). 

• $25 Trillion Scenario: This is an extraordinary level – essentially a complete overhaul 
of wealth distribution. $25T equals the entire U.S. GDP (approximately) and would 
roughly equate to about $1.47 million per Black household on average. This level likely 
exceeds what’s needed to close the wealth gap and ventures into providing a sizable 
surplus on top. Short-term: Such a program would need very careful design. If one 
tried to do $2.5T per year for 10 years, the U.S. might confront severe overheating. 
Even with phasing, each year injects ~10% of GDP anew; few economies have absorbed 
that for a decade without instability. We could anticipate strong inflationary pressures – 
possibly on par with the 1970s stagflation if supply shocks or policy missteps occur, or 
akin to post-WWI inflation spikes. Containing inflation might require unorthodox 
measures: e.g. a temporary consumption tax that activates if inflation is too high 
(paradoxically taxing back some reparations at point of sale to cool things off) or 
aggressive Fed tightening that risks recession. It’s a delicate balance – essentially using 
fiscal policy to drive a social goal and then using monetary policy to prevent macro 
harm. In the best case, the economy could adapt by massively scaling up production: 
dormant factories reopening, new businesses forming rapidly, immigration increasing 
to fill labor gaps, etc. The unemployment rate could briefly drop below 3% and wage 
growth for workers could be very high as employers compete. Internationally, some of 
the extra demand would spill over – imports would rise (benefiting trading partners but 
widening the U.S. trade deficit). Perhaps a portion of reparations spending would 
“leak” abroad to purchase goods, which actually helps reduce domestic inflation but 
sends stimulus overseas. Fiscal: Financing $25T is a huge issue. Without substantial 
revenue, debt/GDP could exceed 180–200%. At that point, the U.S. might face a fiscal 
tipping point where investors demand higher interest rates to lend, increasing debt 
service costs dramatically. The government might resort to partial monetization or 
restructuring the way reparations are accounted for (for example, issuing special 
“Reparation Bonds” that are ultra long-term). Creative financing might involve public-
private partnerships: e.g. incentivize corporations and philanthropists to contribute to 
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reparations funds (though expecting trillions from private sources is unrealistic, they 
might chip in some). It’s likely that a $25T program would be politically tied to big tax 
reforms – perhaps introducing new taxes that raise say $10T of it, with $15T borrowed. 
Long-term: The outcome of $25T invested in the Black community could be 
transformative beyond economics – effectively eliminating the racial wealth gap and 
potentially creating a large cohort of Black multi-millionaires, business moguls, 
homeowners, etc. One could foresee a future where race is far less correlated with 
economic outcome – a monumental societal change. The economy might see a one-
time level jump – e.g. perhaps GDP in 2035 is 10–15% higher than it would have been 
without reparations, due to the massive stimulus and ensuing investment. However, 
there might be a cost in terms of macro stability: possibly higher baseline inflation (if 
money supply remained much larger relative to output) or higher interest rates (if the 
government has to battle inflation credibility). There’s also the question of diminishing 
returns: the difference between $20T and $25T might not yield commensurately 
higher gains in well-being or growth, because after a certain point, additional funds 
might be saved or invested in lower-yield ways. For example, if every eligible person 
already bought a home and started a business with the first $15–$20T, an extra $5T 
might end up inflating asset prices or sitting in bank accounts. Thus, one could argue 
$25T overshoots the efficient amount needed – unless justified as back-payment for 
historical losses beyond just closing current gaps. 

LONG-RUN COMMON OUTLOOK  
Across all funding levels, once the reparations are fully distributed and absorbed, we 
expect a more equitable and potentially more robust economy. Black households would 
go from holding about 2.6% of national wealth (as of 2016) to perhaps something 
approaching their population share (10–13% or more, depending on scenario). This means 
millions of families with improved financial stability: able to weather downturns (reducing 
economy-wide volatility from consumer pullbacks in recessions), and able to invest in 
children’s human capital (boosting future productivity). Consumer markets would expand 
– for example, more Black families could afford electric cars, college tuition, or tourist 
travel, supporting industries around those. Financial markets might see inflows as well – 
reparations recipients might invest in stocks and bonds, broadening the investor base 
(though some could also pay off existing debts, which would deleverage household 
balance sheets). Over decades, one hopes this translates into closing gaps in income, 
education, and health outcomes, which themselves feed back into economic 
performance (a healthier, better-educated populace is more productive and incurs lower 
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public healthcare costs, etc.). It’s important to highlight that reparations are primarily a 
justice and equity policy; the economic growth projections are a secondary benefit, but 
not the sole rationale. However, our model indicates that increased economic output is 
indeed a likely byproduct of closing the racial wealth gap. Estimates like Citi’s suggest the 
U.S. economy could have been trillions richer if not for racial inequalities – reparations 
aim to remove those roadblocks, effectively unlocking that lost output for the future. 

POLICY MEASURES TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH  
To maximize positive outcomes, certain flanking policies should accompany reparations 
at any funding level. These include: Investments in production capacity (encouraging 
construction of housing, supporting education and job training to grow the skilled 
workforce, etc., so that increased demand meets increased supply, mitigating inflation). 
Monetary coordination (the Federal Reserve may temporarily tolerate higher inflation to 
allow real adjustments, or conversely, be ready to act if inflation expectations become 
unanchored – clear communication will be key). Targeted price stability tools (if specific 
sectors like housing or energy spike in price, the government might need temporary 
subsidies or supply boosts in those sectors to prevent bottlenecks from derailing the 
overall program). Tax policy can be used to moderate extremes: for instance, if asset 
markets over-inflate due to an influx of cash, a capital gains tax hike could cool 
speculation. Essentially, an adaptive policy framework is needed – one that monitors 
economic indicators and adjusts the pace of reparations or complementary measures 
accordingly. 
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CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the economic impact model suggests that reparations for U.S. 
descendants of slavery, at funding levels of $10T–$25T, would have profound 
macroeconomic and microeconomic effects. In the short run, they act as a massive 
stimulus – boosting GDP, jobs, and inflation – with the magnitude dependent on the 
distribution strategy. In the long run, they have the potential to reshape the wealth 
landscape of America, closing a centuries-old gap and possibly enhancing the nation’s 
economic strength through a more inclusive prosperity. Historical analogies (from the GI 
Bill to COVID stimulus) support the idea that while challenges (like inflation and debt) 
must be managed, the overall benefits – not just moral but economic – could be 
transformative. The policy represents an investment in a previously marginalized 
population that, according to multiple studies, would yield returns not just for that group 
but for the economy as a whole . As one analysis put it, racism and exclusion have 
imposed a high cost on society; by rectifying those wrongs, reparations can “bring 
greater equity and prosperity to all” . The model presented here underscores that 
outcome: it is possible to design a reparations program that achieves restorative justice 
and stimulates broad-based economic growth, as long as it is implemented with care for 
both short-term stability and long-term inclusivity. 
 
The case for reparations is no longer theoretical — it’s urgent, it’s actionable, and it’s 
blockchain-enabled. CTCHX provides a unique and modern solution to an age-old 
problem by allowing communities to build wealth from the ground up, transparently and 
independently. 

Investing in CTCHX isn’t just about digital assets — it’s about being part of a movement. 
One that demands that we cut the check, redistribute resources, and repair what’s long 
been broken. Now is the time to align your values with your investments. CTCHX is more 
than currency — it’s a commitment to justice. 
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